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files



FULL NAME
Ludwig van Beethoven

DATE OF BIRTH
12/17/1770

HAIR COLOR
Wild Chestnut

DESCRIPTION    
Rather short with a fiery temperament

RESIDENCE
Vienna,Austria

CURRENT SITUATION
The music to Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony has been stolen. There is 
reason to believe another composer stole it and plans to use the 
melody in his own composition.

YOUR ASSIGNMENT
1. Identify the suspects in this case using only their musical 
fingerprints. Make sure to keep your eyes  and especially your 
ears  open to find important clues. 

2. Write down the clues and other information you learn about each 
suspect on the following pages.

3. Determine who has stolen Beethoven’s symphony and hidden it in 
their own music.

TIME PERIOD
Early Romantic

V I C T I M

confidential



S U S P E C T # 1

FULL NAME
Johann Sebastian Bach

ALIAS
Johnny B.

DATE OF BIRTH
03/21/1685

HAIR COLOR
Unknown

DESCRIPTION    
Rather serious and a bit portly

RESIDENCE
Leipzig, Germany

MOTIVE
His music is considered old fashioned and he wants to ‘‘spice it 
up.’’

DETECTIVE NOTES

TIME PERIOD
Baroque

65

55

45

35



S U S P E C T # 2

FULL NAME
Franz Joseph Haydn

ALIAS
Papa Joe

DATE OF BIRTH
03/31/1732

HAIR COLOR
Unknown

DESCRIPTION    
Small in stature, good sense of humor

RESIDENCE
Vienna, Austria

MOTIVE
Jealous of the youth and talent of his student Beethoven

DETECTIVE NOTES

TIME PERIOD
Classical

65

55

45

35



S U S P E C T # 3

FULL NAME
Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

ALIAS
Little Pete

DATE OF BIRTH
05/07/1840

HAIR COLOR
Grey

DESCRIPTION    
Bearded, balding, moody

RESIDENCE
St. Petersburg, Russia

MOTIVE
Depressed and worried people don’t like his music. Everyone seems 
to love Beethoven.

DETECTIVE NOTES

TIME PERIOD
Romantic

65

55

45

35



S U S P E C T # 4

FULL NAME
Igor Stravinsky

ALIAS
Iggy

DATE OF BIRTH
06/17/1882

HAIR COLOR
Brown

DESCRIPTION    
5’3’’, pencil thin and shifty

RESIDENCE
Russia / Paris, France

MOTIVE
Has a bad habit of ‘‘borrowing’’ other musical styles

DETECTIVE NOTES

TIME PERIOD
Early 20th century

60

50

40

35



S U S P E C T # 5

FULL NAME
Leonard Bernstein

ALIAS
Lenny

DATE OF BIRTH
08/15/1918

HAIR COLOR
Salt and Pepper

DESCRIPTION    
5’8’’, energetic and often sweaty

RESIDENCE
New York, New York

MOTIVE
He is a popular conductor, but he also wants to be thought of as a 
serious composer like Beethoven.

DETECTIVE NOTES

TIME PERIOD
Mid 20th century

65

55

45

35



S U S P E C T # 6

FULL NAME
Scott Ninmer

ALIAS
Scotty Boy

DATE OF BIRTH
11/29/1988

HAIR COLOR
Dark Brown

DESCRIPTION    
Baby face with good hair

RESIDENCE
Washington, D.C.

MOTIVE
Beethoven changed the course of classical music. Ninmer would like 
to do the same.

DETECTIVE NOTES

TIME PERIOD
Contemporary

65

55

45

35



E V I D E N C E

EXHIBIT A Composer:

Do you hear Beethoven’s theme in this music? Yes No

EXHIBIT B Composer:

Do you hear Beethoven’s theme in this music? Yes No

EXHIBIT C Composer:

Do you hear Beethoven’s theme in this music? Yes No

EXHIBIT D Composer:

Do you hear Beethoven’s theme in this music? Yes No

EXHIBIT E Composer:

Do you hear Beethoven’s theme in this music? Yes No

EXHIBIT F Composer:

Do you hear Beethoven’s theme in this music? Yes No



S o L U T I O N

According to my deductive reasoning and the evidence I have 
gathered, I believe the culprit who stole Beethoven’s music is:

NAME OF CULPRIT

case

closed



G A M E S

CODED PHRASES
See if you can solve the mysterious coded phrases below:

WORD SCRAMBLER
See if you can unscramble the following words (Hint-you’ve learned 
a lot about them today):

RENNTESIB

HKOSTKYAICV

ABHC

VSKRITNASY

NEMINR

DNHYA

1) CISUM  YROTSIH  SI  YLLAER  LOOC

Key:
1=A
2=B
3=C

4=D
5=E
6=F
7=G

8=H
9=I
10=J
11=K

12=L
13=M
14=N
15=O

16=P
17=Q
18=R
19=S

20=T
21=U
22=V
23=W

24=X
25=Y
26=Z

2) 9  /  1 13  /  1  /  7 18 5 1 20  /  4 5 20 5 3 20 9 22 5
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